
Lauren LysaghtMeet the Artist

Lauren Lysaght is an artist who has been making art for more than 70
years. Her earliest memory of art-making was when at the age of 18
months she painted the side of her parents' house blue. After being
told off she realised that art was something that could get a reaction!

Lauren is one of New Zealand’s best social conscience artists. This
means that she uses art to show how life is not always fair for
everyone. She says that even from a young age she was never ready
to accept things as they are and wanted to use art to challenge the
way that people see the world.  

"I like kick-arse art!"
 Born in Auckland, Lauren is the the daughter of a butcher. She was a teenager in the 1960s, a
time when young people often rebelled against the older generation who were in charge.  Her
rebellion led to a short stint in the Mt Eden women's prison and Carrington Hospital as she was
deemed to be 'not under control'. This experience forged her attitude towards art making even
further. She has since been interested in making art about social issues like disability, poverty
and mental illness. Lauren has been active in protests for social justice including the 1981
Springbok tour protests and various women's and lesbian rights movements.   

Lauren didn't go to art school to learn
how to make art, but is self-taught.  She
says that she dreams about art at night
and thinks constantly about her work.
Her inspiration comes from the materials
that she uses.  Lauren likes to call her
materials "low rent" because they are
materials that are often ignored by other
artists. She uses common materials
found in $2 shops and 2nd hand or junk
shops where she finds objects that
inspire the work she makes.  
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In Trifecta the artist wanted to talk about the way that
people use gambling as a way to escape from their real
lives. Gambling might seem like a bit of fun for some
people but for others it can become a problem. Trifecta
is a word used in horse racing to mean a bet that you
place on the first three horses to come in. The artist has
created three objects that transport people to other
places, referring to the fairytale that gambling can make
you rich. The exhibition is made up of a coach fit for a
princess, a bridge to another place and a wishing well for
wishing about the future. 

Trifecta
There are currently two

exhibitions from Lauren Lysaght
on display at Te Manawa:

Trifecta (2004) and Kutarere
Sunrise (2018). 

Trifecta is an installation of artworks made out of old
discarded signs from the horse racing industry. Each sign
features the name of a horse who raced at either Ellerslie or
Avondale racetracks in Auckland. You can see an example of
these signs in this picture of a horse racing in the 1980s.
Today racetracks use electronic versions. The artist also uses
racing betting slips, broomsticks, polystyrene and wood to
make this artwork.

Curiosity at home : Say something with recycling
Lauren found the racing signs for Trifecta at a junkyard. When she saw them she didn't know what
they would become but she instantly saw that they would make great art. 

Have a peek into your recycling bin and see if you can find some materials to make an artwork. The
trick here is to think of how you can use the materials to say something rather than transforming
the materials so they are no longer recognisable.  

Japanese artist Haruki made these
people out of used containers. 
 Do you recognise what he used?
See more here www.demilked.com/paper-art-haruki/

American Artist Bird Ross used
Cereal packets to make this
beautiful necklace. How does this
make you think about the beauty
of things that are normally
considered rubbish?

You could cut up two different
containers and muddle them up or you
could paint a picture of your pet on a
packet of something they are not
allowed to eat.
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Lauren wanted these memories to be beautiful as a tribute to her
loving father. She used the skills that she has as a craftsperson and
made beautiful art by creating everyday butchery items from
unexpected materials. Unlike the real sausages that she helped her
father make in the shop, her saveloys are made out of colourful
fabric, crafted with golden thread and attached to the walls with
decorative brass hooks. She made colourful meat cleavers dripping
with golden tassles and butchers' aprons decorated with fabric
medals. Fabric crafts have traditionally been considered feminine
arts and it is interesting seeing these crafts mixed with the typically
male domain of the butchers shop.  

Kutarere Sunrise
This exhibition was first shown
in 2018 at Whakatāne Museum,

not far from the township of
Kutarere.

Kutarere is a town in the Bay of Plenty in the North Island of Aotearoa. Lauren remembers
visiting Kutarere and getting up early to watch the sunrise over the beach with her father, who
owned a butcher shop. In the exhibition Kutarere Sunrise, Lauren asks us to hold her younger
self's hand and remember these happy childhood memories. 

 Laurens late father Nelson was born and raised in
Kutarere, and was always at his happiest when he
was there. Lauren remembers her father giving away
free saveloys to children and helping to arrange the
meat pack for the RSA raffle.  

Curiosity at home: use craft to recreate an everyday object
Do you know how to crochet? Crochet uses a hooked needle to turn a single thread into pretty much
any object imaginable. There are heaps of sites on the internet to help you learn, google "crochet for
beginners" and choose one that suits you.

Once you have learnt the stitches you can make
just about anything! How about making a friend,
like this Pokemon or a ring-tailed lemur or a cute
cactus for your windowsill?

Maybe you could think about objects that a parent or caregiver uses in their jobs, like a bagel if
they are a baker, or a drill if they are a builder. Most of all have fun making!

How do these objects feel when they are made out of soft yarn
rather than their usual materials? 



Lauren Lysaght Scavenger Hunt
Can you find these close-ups in the  Kutarere Sunrise exhibition?

Can you find these horse names in the Trifecta
exhibition?

Laurelak
master steven

King Greatness
Swift Fox

Full Stride

Satisfy


